
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Are You Abiding?”
1 John 2:18-27

Main Idea: Abiding in the gospel of Jesus Christ is the key to overcoming the work of the 
antichrist.

TRUTHS about abiding in Jesus and His gospel:
Abiding in the gospel is the key to life with the Father for eternity (18-25).

Verses 24-25 contain the heart of 1 Jn. 2:18-25. In these verses, the focus is on the 
incredibly important fact that abiding or continuing in the gospel is the key to life with the Father, 
and the life that the Father promises is eternal. There are three things that support and build up 
to this important truth about abiding in the gospel. Review and discuss each of the supporting 
facts from verses 18-23.

Abiding in the gospel is essential because it’s the last hour (18-19).
The proof that it is the last hour is the presence of the work of the antichrist in the world. 

John told the believers that while they knew and were expecting the antichrist to come; actually, 
the antichrist was already at work in the world. The evidence wasn’t hard to see, as John makes 
clear in verses 22-23, and because the work of the antichrist is evident in the lives of many 
antichrists who are at work in the world, John reminded the believers that it was the last hour. In 
other words, this is the last period of time in the world, and every day brings us closer to the 
glorious day when Jesus Christ will return! Because it’s the last hour, it’s important to abide in 
the gospel, continuing to press forward in faith in Jesus and in continuing by faith to do the work 
of Jesus Christ.
1. How do you see the work of the antichrist in the world today?
2. Discuss what it means that we’re in the last hour. How is this news meant to impact your life?
3. What do the verses tell you about the importance of staying connected to the body of Christ?

Abiding in the gospel is possible because of God’s grace (20-21).
In the language of the New Testament, the word for “anointed” is connected to the idea 

of grace. It points to the reality that the knowledge believers have about God’s grace to sinners 
through Jesus Christ is itself a gift from God. It reminds believers that God set them apart by 
faith and that it’s God Himself who leads them to the truth. Because of this reality, John was 
confident that God would protect these believers against the lies of the enemy. This is still true!
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1. If you have been anointed by the Holy One, what does this mean? What’s the significance on 
this for your life and, specifically, for your faith?

2. What “knowledge” is John talking about? What is the knowledge that all believers have?
3. According to these verses, the truth is essential to identifying and defeating the lies of the 

enemy. What does this mean in the way you should help others who are being deceived by 
the lies of the enemy?

Abiding in the gospel is what the antichrist is fighting against (22-23).
The primary work of the antichrist is captured in the very title that’s used: It is anyone 

who is anti — or against — Christ. Specifically, the work of the antichrist is the denial of Jesus 
Christ. The spirit of the antichrist is at work in the world in the lives of all who deny that Jesus is 
the Christ. What’s critical is that John made it clear that a denial of Jesus was a denial of the 
Father. In other words, someone can’t say that they worship God or have a relationship with 
God apart from faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. To know the Son is to know the 
Father, and likewise, to deny the Son is to deny the Father. Why? Because the gospel is the 
“power of God for salvation” (Rm. 1:16)! Abiding in the gospel is critical because the gospel is 
the very thing that the antichrist denies and is fighting to defeat.
1. With this understanding of the antichrist, how should this affect the way you see cultural 

mores and rules that contradict Christian doctrine and a life of faithfulness to Christ? What are 
ways we see this in our culture and community today? What about outside of our community?

2. Read verse 23. What’s the significance of confessing the Son in this verse? Why is this 
important?

3. Do you know someone who is being deceived by the work of the antichrist? Do you know 
someone who is under attack? Discuss, and pray.

Abiding in Jesus is the key to having the truth to overcome the deceptive work of the 
antichrist (26-27).

Believers are not exempt from attack and even from being deceived! John was writing 
these things because there were people who were attempting to deceive believers in order to 
pull them away from the truth of the power and the victory of the gospel of Jesus Christ in their 
lives. John’s point was to encourage the believers to simply keep abiding in Jesus! The 
believers didn’t need to be taught anything that added to or changed the gospel. They had the 
truth in the gospel of Jesus Christ! The same is true today. There is a lot that believers can be 
taught, but everything that’s true builds on the foundation of the gospel and is validated by the 
Spirit and the truth of the gospel. The key to overcoming the deceptive work of the antichrist is 
to abide in Jesus, continuing in faith and in following the Christ, our Lord.
1. In what ways is the work of the antichrist trying to deceive believers today?
2. Discuss what God’s Word means in 1 Jn. 2:27 when it said “you have no need that anyone 

should teach you?”
3. What does God mean when He said that His “anointing teaches you about everything?”
4. What does it mean to abide in Jesus? What are some practical aspects of this in your life 

each-and-every day? Discuss, and pray for protection and for perseverance to keep on 
abiding in Jesus Christ.
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